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1838 Excerpt: ...and I retired to our
apartments. How disagreeable an evenings
adventure! Not one of the party seemed
satisfied except Sir Clement, who,was in
high spirits: but Madame Duval was
enraged at meeting with him; Mr;
Branghton, angry with his children; the
frolic of the Miss Branghtons had exceeded
their plan, and ended in their own distress;
their brother was provoked that there had
been no riot; Mr. Brown was tired, and Mr.
Smith mortified. As to myself, I must
acknowledge, nothing could be more
disagreeable to me than being seen by Sir
Clement Willoughby with a party at once
so vulgar in themselves, and so familiar to
me. And you, too, my dear sir, will, I
know, be sorry that I have met liim:
however, there is no apprehension of his
visiting here: as Madame Duval is far too
angry to admit him. Madame Duval rose
very late this morning, and, at one oclock,
we had but just breakfasted, when Miss
Branghton, her brother, Mr. Smith, and
Monsieur du Bois, called to inquire after
our healths. This civility in young
Branghton, I much suspect, was merely the
result of his fathers commands; but his
sister and Mr. Smith, I soon found, had
motives of their own. Scarce had they
spoken to Madame Duval, when,
advancing eagerly to me, Pray, maam, said
Mr. Smith, who was that gentleman? Pray,
cousin,I cried Miss Branghton, was not he
the same gentleman you ran away with that
night at the opera? Goodness! that he was,
said young Branghton; and, I declare, as
soon as ever I saw him, I thought I knew
his face. Im sure Ill defy you to forget him,
answered his sister,-if once you had seen
him: he is the finest gentleman I ever saw
in my life; d...
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