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It was on the North Side of Butser on the
long swell of the Hampshire Downs.
Beneath, some two miles away, the grey
roofs and red houses of Petersfield peeped
out from amid the trees which surrounded
it. From the crest of the low hills
downwards the country ran in low,
sweeping curves, as though some green
primeval sea had congealed in the midst of
a ground swell and set for ever into long
verdant rollers. At the bottom, just where
the slope borders upon the plain, there
stood a comfortable square brick
farmhouse, with a grey plume of smoke
floating up from the chimney. Two
cowhouses, a cluster of hayricks, and a
broad stretch of fields, yellow with the
ripening wheat, formed a fitting setting to
the dwelling of a prosperous farmer.
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